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Our Mi ssi
St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox
Church is dedicated to the
continuation of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ's ministry of salvation
through the proclamation and
teaching of the Gospel; through
Baptism in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, and through

loving service to God
and to mankind.

Our Visio
The community will provide a
loving, caring and welcoming
environment where all belong and
grow in the faith through worship,
service, witness, and fellowship

A BLESSED NATIVITY

| see a strange and paradoxical mystery:
the cave is heaven; the Virgin is a throne for the cherubim; the manger is a space in which
lies Christ God, the uncontainable one, whom we magnify by singing hymns.

Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,

If you are reading this, the
Lord has seen fit to wait to
"come again, to judge the
living and dead", allowing us
the temporal joy of celebrating
his birth once more.

With the busy nature of our
lives, our many responsibilities
and thoughts, inconveniences,
distractions, personal
shortcomings, frustrations,
lapses of judgment large and
small, future possibilities, past
regrets —in a word, the many
cares of this life — it is
perhaps inconceivable for the
contemporary believer to
acquire meaningful stillness.

To cope with these cares,
many of us may pursue rest or
relaxation, or distractions, or
escapism, but how many of us
pursue stillness (hesychia/
nouxia). Some of us, sensing
the tug of our restless inner
heart for sweet stillness, may
feel that we have found the
solution in forms of meditation
stemming from other
philosophical systems or
religious traditions; beware
such remedies.

The Birth of Jesus is a phase
in the holy rhythm of
redeemed time that lends
itself to the stillness we seek.
On its surface, it is a touching
story hinging on the
tenderness of childbirth in the

Canon | for the Nativity of Our Lord
Ode IX Heirmos

midst of adversity and
humbling circumstance.

It is a story that captivates,
with its scenery and cast of
characters-adversaries who
bring tension and chaos, and
true believers that can see the
deeper truth and joy unfolding
in their midst. It is no wonder
that the popular celebration of
Christmas is so attractive.

What is not to love? Festive
decorations, ample food,
breaks from work, time with
family and friends, and cozy
scenes of comfort and joy.
These have their place, to be
sure, yet speak only to the
above-mentioned themes of
rest, relaxation, distraction,
and escapism. What of
stillness?

Even in popular Christmas
culture, the gravitas of the
heart's desire for stillness
cannot be hid. Consider some
of the well-known carols and
stories that come to mind:
Silent night, holy night. All is
calm, all is bright - Do you
hear what | hear? Do you see
what | see? - 'twas the night
before Christmas, and all
through the house, not a
creature was stirring ...

The very earth presents
stillness to us, with her shorter
days, cooler temperatures,
and the dormant phase of life
cycles.

It is here that the Church
extends her warm hand,
drawing us into the stiliness of
God. It is no matter of rest,
relaxation, distraction, and
escapism, but work, activity,
focus, and encounter. The
Church,

over forty days of fasting,
almsgiving, liturgy, Scripture,
hymns, iconography, and
prayer, bids us away from
creature comforts into the
mystical cave, to a true
stillness of the heart and mind.

If the cares of life and our
superficial responses to them
have deprived us of this, there
is still time to act. Say morning
and evening prayers. Dedicate
a few quiet moments to the
focused recitation of the Jesus
Prayer. Control your appetite.
Consume less. Perform an act
of selfless kindness. Take time
to go to a church service in
addition to a Sunday liturgy.
Forgive a grudge. Make time
for confession.

Steering our energy towards
Christ opens us more fully to
the deep, comforting, and
healing reality of his presence-
the paradoxical mystery of the
cave we stand not only to see,
as the hymnographer says,
but allow our hearts to become
by grace.

Wishing this for you and our
whole parish family,

Fr. Andreas G. Houpos
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FOCUS ON OUR COMMUNI TY

Celebrations, Milestones, Comfort & Support

In Our Prayers
Tim John Pat Joe Johanna Edward Tina Theona Helen DG Chuck Handsel Mason
Angela Mary Robin John & Elaine Jennifer & family Eleftheria Mary Shan Dawn Grant
Caerra Jack Phyllis KS Melton family Joanne BE Luna Christina Stephen DG Barbara
Spiro  Gloria  Phil & Ronnie Daniel John Michelle MP MSR Jeff Shannon Sandy
Glen Tish Cheryl Brian Elliot Ella Paul Dina Cris John T. Ashley Christian John D. Terry
Dorothy Erma (Hermione) Phyllis John Emmanoeuel Marihiam Don Helen Tom Debbie
Hanna Chris Greg Tim Missy Chris Jeremy Daniel Dino

REMEMBERING THOSE SRVING OUR COUNTRY

Thomas Seth Helene Jordan Krassimire Cristofer Nicholas Michael Constantine
Zack Matthew Amanda Danielle Anton Jimmy

Congratulations and best wishes

MARRIAGES
To Kayla Schoff and Ryan Stewart for their Orthodox wedding
To Danish Mazher and Daniel Kateli for their Orthodox wedding
To Dorry and Ahmed Elaasar for their Orthodox wedding

BIRTHS, 40TH D AY BLESSINGSBAPTISMS& C HRISMATIONS

To Presvytera Eirini and Fr. Panayiotis Steele for the baptism of Demetra and Olympia’s
brother, Vasilios Apostolos and to his godfather, Dr. Antony Koroulakis

To Brooke and Zackary Hair for the birth, blessing and baptism of their son, Klaus and to his
godfather, Emilio Brambila

To Bess and Brooks Whitmore for the birth and blessing of Sophie’s siter, Lena Christine

To Alexandra and Ryan Hurst for the birth, blessing and baptism of Charles & Ellie’s brother,
Luke Michael and to the godparent Melanie Gulock

To Daniela Stanilesco and Vasile Preguza for the baptism of their daughter, Tessa, and to her
godmother Cristina Staver

To Justine and C.J. Dellinger for the baptism of Henry’s brother, Theodore and to his
godmother, Mary Katherine O'Brien

To Crystal and William Kafoure for the birth and blessing of Anastasia'’s sister, Vasiliki

To Kathy and Hank Hanegraaff for the baptism of their daughter, Priscilla, and to the
godparents, Presbytera Christina and Fr. Matthew Wiley

With Sympathy on the Repose

of our beloved brothers and sisters

To the Tefakis and Prokos families for the repose of Nia's father, Charles Prokos

To the Dresser family for the repose of Dawn’s husband, Steve

To the Polites, Wheatley and Plyler families for the repose of their father, John Alexander
Polites

To the Vlahos and Holevas families for the repose of John, Jimmy, and Tommy’s mother,
Bessie (Vasileia) Vlahos Holevas

Tn the Tsouroudiakakis, Vlahos, Kefalas, Zaharopoulos, and Stathopoulos families for the
repose of Dimitra “Toula” Tsouroudiakakis

To the Talevski family for the repose of Tatjana’s father, Metodi, in North Macedonia

To the Pouler family for the repose of Chris’ mother, Georgia

To the Soliman family for the repose of Nagwa’s mother, Mary Gerges

In appreciation and Thank You
To Diane Gilbert and Copy Cat Printing for printing the newsletter.

in Need of a ciergy visit?
Please contact the office staff if you or a family member may be in need of a clergy visit in
times of illness, to receive Holy Communion, and for prayers and comfort.

Do You have News for the newsletter?
If you have information or photos for the newsletter, please contact Kim Braswell in the office
at ksbraswell@stnektarios.org.



HONORING METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS

More than 350 persons from the U.S. and Greece
attended the celebratory banquet honoring the first
Metropolitan of Atlanta, His Eminence Alexios. Hosted
by His Eminence Metropolitan Sevastianos at
Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta, the event brought
clergy families and parish families together to recall
and share the blessings of the nearly 30 years of
service from Metropolitan Alexios. Family members,
including brothers and nieces, traveled from Greece
and expressed heartfelt thanks to their U.S. family for
uniting together through Metropolitan Alexios' love for
them and the faithful of His Metropolis.

Program highlights included a special message read
from His All-Holiness Patriarch I
Bartholomew, a video message from
His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros, and adult and youth
leaders and speakers expressing
thanksgiving for the impact of
Metropolitan Alexios' ministry that
included a pictorial tribute spanning
many decades.

Special guests in attendance included
Konstantinos Adamopoulos, Consul of
Greece in Atlanta, The Most Reverend

Gregory Hartmayer, Catholic
Archbishop of Atlanta, and Dr.
Demetrios Katos, President of
Hellenic College and Holy Cross
School of Theology in Brookline,
MA. Cathedral youth dancers
ended the evening with a special
tribute thanking His Eminence for
bringing the Hellenic Dance
Festival into the forefront of our
Metropolis Youth Ministry.

Fr. George Tsahakis

HONORING FAITH AND SERVICE

Ariadne Zitsos Steel and Nolan Atkinson
Join St. Nektarios Distinguished Honorees

#wCongratul ations to Ariadne and Nolan! They

Mparishioners recognized since this program
dOn November 8, Hi s Eminence Metropolitan Se

W@Feast and Honors Banquet in Atlanta, welcom

i honorees received medals from Metro | i tans

"M A|l exios in celebration of their s e
annual traditi@PmthomorSsaitnte Mea Mi c |
two exemplary individuals from s h
stian journey toward Theosi s. 0 a
al | who offer their time and t str
y 2026, we wil/l be expressing i sh
ted members who generously off i me
Nektari os.




What a beautiful and multifaceted weekend
we had celebrating the feast of our patron, St. Nektarios.

i Thursday

{ Following Vespers with Paraklesis to St. Nektarios, faithful
{ in attendance and watching online took in presentations
about our heavenly patron.

4 The St. Sophia School Head of
School, Ariadne Zitsos, spoke of

St. Nektarios’ life as a student and
educator, gleaning inspiration for our
own local and contemporary efforts to
help form our youth.

In conclusion, Fr. Andreas walked through
words of direction from St. Nektarios

Fr. Panayiotis Steele spoke of & concerning the dangers of spiritual

St. Nektarios as a consummately negligence but ending on the great saint’s
liturgical figure and linked this aspect of his life to those  emphasis on hope.

Friday

With the feast day of the Holy
Metropolis of Atlanta held on
November 8 for Archangel
Michael, many of our
community find a way to
balance the Metropolis
celebration and activities with
the our Parish festivities. It is
also a weekend of meetings
for the Metropolis Council on
which Fr. Andreas, Gerry
Clonaris, and Evelyn Klund serve and dutifully attended in Atlanta.

This year on that evening, faithful from around the Metropolis e,
gathered to honor the legacy of Metropolitan Alexios. (see page 3).

At our Parish, our Orthodox Film Club offered the annual screening
of the Man of God as part of the Becoming Orthodox Friday night
class on saints in our faith. Fr. Panayiotis facilitated the discussion
that followed this moving film on our beloved saint.

LES P

iWe have within us deeply rooted weaﬁres

This cannot all be cut out with one sharp ot i
I hieds S patt  h " ea . deiEn g 1 ona’ple tafve ciiti toans™ i} siv\ISotnig Pr
Patiently accept your falls and, having stoolfd uj
you have fallen. Do not despair i f ypu
Many of them are strong because they have r¢gcei
with fervor will they be conquered. Do| no
BAS. Nektarios of Aegina
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ST. NEKTARIOS FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday

In Atlanta, our Archangel Michael Medal
recipients were recognized: Ariadne Zitsos
and Nolan Atkinson. Axioi! o B
Meanwhile, back here in Charlotte, our temple
was filled with the warmth of love from
believers in the region, including a number of
clergy. We were also blessed to have our choirs
augmented by those of Holy Trinity Cathedral and
other parishes.

Following a reception hosted by Philoptochos, we
offered the Small Compline including an Akathist to St. Nektarios.

Sunday

The morning saw a bright
celebration of the Lord’s Day and
the memory of his friend, St.
Nektarios. In addition to festal
bread and kollyva that were
offered, at the end of the service
we recognized veterans and offered memorial
prayers for those who have reposed.

Finally, we processed around the temple with the
sacred relic of St. Nektarios. Led by veterans,
and incorporating various groups —Archons,
Parish Council, Parish Staff, Philoptochos, St.
Phoebe ministry, St. Panteleimon Homeschool
Group, Greek Language School, and the St.
Sophia School — we chanted hymns and
concluded the service.

Our community hosted a luncheon for
all in attendance.

God is wondrous in his saints!

Thank You to the corps of 100’s
who worked to present this week of
honor for our patron saint.
To the youth of The St. Sophia School for adorning
the reliquary with flowers.
To the Philoptochos for hosting the Saturday night
reception
To the ladies preparing the festal kollyva
To the Hospitality Team lead by George Gallis for the feast day luncheon.
To our Young at Heart who hosted the dessert and coffee station ¥
To our chanters, acolytes, members of our Parish Council, sanctuary ushers, g
Security and Safety Monitoring team on duty to facilitate our reverent
services.
To the staff for all the coordination of the procession, volunteers, materials and displays



COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES WORKSHOP

The afternoon of Sunday, September 21, our
clergy, and members of Parish Council, staff,
and ministry leadership gathered in a Council
of Ministries. There was reflection on the
nature of ministry and its organization, looking »"‘ :
to biblical examples. Themes of challenges,
collaboration, and successes were explored
in a collegial atmosphere. Participants were
able to preview our forthcoming website
redesign and a video rendering of our
ministry center expansion. May God
continue to enlighten us to know Him and
make Him known among his people! Please
join us in - ‘ :

BT
February for l
our next
workshop.x

The CROP Hunger Walk is an annual walk taking place
nationally each fall and represents the average distance
citizens of developing nations have to walk to obtain clean
water. The purpose is to raise awareness and funds for
malnourished communities both domestically and abroad. The
Charlotte chapter is one of the largest CROP Hunger Walks in
the country in both the number of funds raised and the number
of walkers participating. Since 1979, Charlotte has raised $9.2
million to support efforts to help the needy.

The 2025 route returned to the former of walks of the past!
Walkers gathered at Providence Baptist Church on October
19t to listen to a short program before venturing onto a
neighborhood route. The change back to large group mass start was
well received and welcomed by most of the walkers.

' Charlottc CROP §
d  Hunger Walk |

‘._(‘”n shungoerber,,
T e,

Providence Baptist Church has a large spacious
campus well suited for extra curricular pre-walk
activities for the kids (bounce house, face
painting, games etc. They have a covered shelter
next to a picnic/grill area in the back of the

I property that acted as the gathering place and

! where registration and T-shirt sales took place.
This year’s walk took a route through the adjacent
residential neighborhood. The weather was fine,
with the exception of a burst of gusty wind that
took two of the small activity tents on a crash
course across the field and into a retaining fence.
The tents were quickly retrieved and secured with no visible damage
done.

The walk is put on around the country by Church
World Services (CWS). Twenty percent of the
money raised stays in the local community.
Charlotte area recipients are Second Harvest,
Nourish Up (formerly Loaves & Fishes/Friendship
Trays), and Crisis Assistance Ministry. -
One of the local businesses that has
supported the walk for several years as a
sponsor is Showmars. Thanks to
Showmars and those who donated money
in support of this year's walk.x



Taking Steps 5K ~ Shott Story of Our Biggest 5K Yet

This year's 8th annual St. Nektarios Taking Steps 5K was
nothing short of extraordinary. With 538 runners and
walkers registered, we celebrated our largest turnout to
date on race day—and the day rewarded us with perfect
weather, high energy, and a beautiful spirit of community.

From the first arrivals to the final finishers, the course was
alive with excitement. Spectators lined up the finish line,
cheering on family and friends of all ages, while our
incredible volunteers kept everything running smoothly.
Snacks were plentiful—especially the warm, delicious
biscuits generously provided by East 74—and every moment
reflected the joyful purpose behind the race.

Most importantly, this event once again supported the vital
work of Shelter Health Services and St. Hermione, helping
homeless women and children receive the care, dignity, and
support they deserve.

None of this would have been possible without every single person who supported

from the church office, people who registered, donated, cheered, served, baked,

guided, and encouraged. And a special thank you goes to our fearless,

committed, and compassionate 5K team (Katie McCullough, Kaitlin Starr, Josh

Morris, Dwayne Cogdill, Mike Burgen, Dan

Wixon, George Demakis, Radu

Fun FaCtS Stoica, Manal Mansour, Heather Korolos,

INRNAR RN RGN R=RAURN Wael Elias, and our wonder logo designer - §
. Joe Tristano), whose dedication and heart

T 5K:484 made this year’s event a true

| Dome Dash: 29 celebration of faith, compassion,

1 Sleep-In Supporters: 25 and community.
| Total: 538 The final fundraising totals are

Top Fundraising Teams currently being wrapped up and
will be distributed to our two

beneficiaries on January 11, 2026. =

9 Stoic Undertraining — $1,063.03
I Team Ana — $824.83

Mark your calendars—Saturday,
{1 Team Chaudhary — $403.64 November 21, 2026—our next

9 Victory Lappers — $360.18 Taking Steps 5K!

Teams with the Most Participants Race Director,
9 Piper Glen Speed Demons — 43 Kholoud Alyateem & 5k Team. 7‘ Y
9 St. Sophia School — 25

1 TeamAna—22




BUILDING FOR GENERATIONS

Capital Campaign Phase

RALLY Building
On November 2, we launched Phase Il of the Capital Campaign to build the of ot
Ministry Center and renovate the Spiritual Life Center. To a full audience Generations
gathered after Divine Liturgy, Maria Mortis revealed a vision of the new building CAPITAL CAMBAIGN PHASE 11

and renovations that came alive through a stunning video rendering, punctuated
by parishioner profiles documenting our shared history and vision for the future.
Peter B. Pappas talked about our tremendous growth in membership, in
ministries, and in outreach and how the new building will address these needs. He reviewed the numbers achieved from
Phase |, shared benchmarks needed for Phase Il and outlined the proposed construction timelines. Theodora Sexstone
focused on the commitments from parishioners required to invest in this future.

The Commitment Puzzle, located at the kiosk in the Spiritual Life Center, will track our progress. Each parishioner
received a Commitment Card with Guide —each commitment will add a brick to the puzzle until it is complete, and our
vision is a reality.

Where We’re Goi}zg During the Rally, the Catechism students were the first to visit
the Tour Tent on the plaza. Everyone had the opportunity to
use the virtual reality glasses to walk through a rendering of
$17.5m — Phase lI the new space. Grab and Go wraps, fresh popcorn and
Tt ot g $10.1m s cotton candy in an assortment of flavors were there for
Sam— B everyone’s enjoyment. Photo booth allowed provided a
memento of the special day’s event. The committee
$"'375[“_ members were there to share the excitement and answering
questions with everyone.

CAPITAL CONNECTORS

Since the Rally, a dedicated group of parishioners has been calling members to answer questions, enlist support, and ask
for a commitment based on scripts written and training provided by Kabee Kokenes and James Carras.

Over 80 new commitments have been received to date . . .
with many more promised, bringing our total number to 275 commitments. Father Andreas with our campaign leaders s
reaching individual families to discuss their giving plans.

BLESS OUR INHERITANCE @ Building s Generations

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

On Sunday, January 11, after the Divine Liturgy, we will celebrate

our inheritance. The small house on the property was the first BLESS OU R

temple, ministry center, administrative office, and home to Father

Steve and Presbytera Maria and their family. Before it is torn down IN H ERITANCE
to build up the new Ministry Center, we will “Lift up our past. Laying _ Lifingupowrpasr.

down the foundation of our future.” Founding members will deliver e of o o
bricks from the house to newer members—the bricks will be buried Sunday, Jan 11", 2026

. . . Immediatety following Divine Litur,
in the plaza as a cornerstone for our continued ministry. s o3y e



BUILDING FOR GENERATIONS RALLY




MILITARY MINISTRY ~ VETERANS REMEMBER

Stories and information about our veterans

On Sunday, November 9th following the Divine
Liturgy, we paid tribute on the solea to our
parish members who are military veterans We
adorned them with a special ribbon with a
cross, and offered a prayer service, memorial
service for departed veterans and a reception
following Divine Liturgy. Since this year was
St. Nektarios feast day as well, our active
military and veterans lead the procession of
St. Nektarios’ relics around the church.

We are always happy to honor our veterans for
their service. They have sacrificed greatly for
our country and the world by protecting those in
need both here and abroad. They have all given
of themselves whether in time away from
family, or their own plans, or in giving of their
own lives to keep our country safe. May God
bless all for their service.

Special thanks go to Kim Braswell who
coordinated this year's event. Thank you to
both Peter Keretsis, previous leader of the
Military Ministry, and Ron Drobonick for the
hard work they put in every year with the
display and providing the cake. This year Kim
set up the display, ordered the cake and
photographed this special event. Next year,
Gabby Vitale will join Kim as co-leader of the
ministry. If you are interested in being a part of
this ministry, please contact Kim in the office.

Enjoy the photos of the next page of some of
our veterans and photos of the event.

Over the years, we have had the opportunity to
talk to a few of our former and active
servicemen and learned some interesting facts
about them.

Fr. Steve Dalber:
The photograph was
taken right after boot
camp. My rank was E-
2 like PFC. | was
discharged E-5
aviation structural
mechanic, second-
class petty officer. |
was crew chief on H-
34 helicopters.
Stationed at Naval
Missile Center Point Mugu, California, Naval Air
Facility Cam Ranh Vietnam, Carrier Air Group,
Beach Detachment Cubi Point/Subic Bay,
Philippines, VF-143, F-4 squadron Miramar
California/CVAN USS Enterprise, Tonkin Gulf,
Vietnam.

Mike Neary retired from the U.S Air Force after

serving 28 years. Working his way up the ranks,

he held many positions in the security field. He
was part of the Security Force responsible for
securing America's resources, surveillance

aircraft, our missile systems, Base Security, just

to name a few, stateside and overseas. He
proudly served our Great Nation at FOB
Anderson, Guam and OSAN Air Base, Korea
during the Vietnam Era and European Theater
during his service.

Bill Seymour was on
active duty during the
Korean War from 1952
-1956, later serving in
the Reserves until
1960. While serving
aboard the aircraft
carrier, USS
Bennington CVA-20 in
the Atlantic, explosions

involving the catapults resulted in a massive fire

killing and severely burning hundreds of officers
and enlisted men. The memory of this disaster
will always be a lasting memory for Bill and his
shipmates. Toward the end of Bill's active duty

T he was one of three technical specialists
- selected to train Danish and Japanese Navy
| crews on ships given to those nations by our
‘ government.

Ron Drobonick was
drafted into the Army in
1965. He did not want to
serve but what pulled
him through basic
training was thinking
about his dad, a PFC
serving in the European
Theatre during WW II.
His father earned the
Bronze Star for capturing
a German outpost during the Battle of the
Bulge. He was an inspiration to Ron.

10

John Andromidas served in the Marines

during the Korean War. He remembers another
soldier whose torso looked like a pegboard...he
survived 10 - 12 bullet wounds. John’s brother,

earned the Purple Heart when wounded in hand
-to-hand combat with bayonets.

George Stephenson served in the Air Force
during WWII helping develop flight plans.
During one overseas briefing he met with Col.
Paul W. Tibbits Jr. Col. Tibbits flew the plane
that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima on
August 6, 1945,

Sam Kleto’s dad,
Tom, served in the
Army’s Tank
Division. Sam has
a photograph of
his dad, Fr.
Mamalis (Dennis
Kokenes’ uncle), and Bill Anderson (Gary
Anderson’s uncle). All three friends served in
the European Theatre during WW Il and met
each other in Paris where the photo was taken.

| Matthew Kirk Dunn,
- | served in the US Army
from 2006 through
2011. He was enlisted
and served 2 tours in
Iraq
and
after
was a Defense Contractor
with Constellis living and
working at the US Embassy
in Baghdad, Iraq (they
primarily provide armed
security for the US State
Dept).

Corporal Bryan Steel
was stationed at Ft.
Benning, Georgia from
2011-2014, where he was
proud to serve with the
75th Ranger Regiment.

While serving in Greece
in the 50s, Steve
Constantelos often
thought of Greece’s long history of civil wars...
remembering being taught in school that the
Spartan’s sent their soldiers out to crush the
Athenians, telling the troops,

“If you don’t win, don’t come back.”




MILITARY MINISTRY ~ VETERANS DAY CELEBRAION

2 )
? s ]

A Powerful Reminder of Sacrifice
Pilgrimage to Normandy American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer

Earlier this year, Tim and | had the privilege of embarking on a World War Il historical
tour—a journey that would forever frame how we see freedom and sacrifice. Over several
days, we walked the beaches of Normandy, places that echoed the past sounds of courage
and conflict. The days were cold and windy, as if nature itself reminded us of the struggle of
1944. Learning about Operation Overlord, we were struck by the enormity of what
happened on D-Day—nearly 10,000 lives lost in a single day.

But nothing prepared us for the moment we stepped onto the grounds of the Normandy
American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer. What began as a temporary battlefield burial site
has become a sacred memorial, a place enshrining “The Memory of Valor and Sacrifice.” Overlooking Omaha Beach, the cemetery’s
green lawns are aligned with more than 9,000 white marble crosses and Stars of David. Each marker represents a life of someone
standing in formation who gave everything so that freedom could endure. As we walked among the Walls of the Missing, the reflecting
pool, and the colonnade, we felt the weight of their stories of fear, courage, and sacrifice.

Our time there ended with a moment | will never forget. The veterans in our group, including Tim, stepped forward to lay flowers at the
Memorial Chapel. And then, the distant notes of Taps filled the air. In that instant, tears flowed freely—not just ours, but from
everyone present. Tears of gratitude. Tears of remembrance. Tears for those who gave all so that we might live free.

Evelyn Klund
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Youth Ministry

Great fellowship at GOYA Fun Night, making hygiene kits with Philoptochos and Life and Family Ministries, our
Friendsgiving celebration and Christmas on the Plaza on the eve of the feast of St. Nicholas.
We are thankful for all God has given us and for each other. A Blessed Nativity to all!

in the narthex and returned to find coins & candy inside.
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Youth Ministry

Vel . s T I~ D

Our youth went caroling on December 13t and visited three different local nursing homes spreading Christmas cheer to
the residents. In turn we all experienced the joy of giving to others and understanding what Christmas spirit is all about.
It's about celebrating the birth of our Lord and sharing that joy with others by giving of our time and treasure.




FAMILY NIGHT, DINNER AND TREE LIGHTING

REMEMBERING ST. NICHOLAS

As the children entered the temple on this
evening, they placed their shoes by the candle
stands recalling St. Nicholas’ generosity and
blessing as he tossed coins into shoes left by the
doorways at homes. After the solemn vespers for
the feast, they returned to find gold coin candy
inside of their shoes.

We all walked together in anticipation to the
Fellowship Hall where we enjoyed a family dinner
prepared by Ayoub Ayoub assisted by Tim Klund,
Sharon and George Koutroumpis, and Nadina Garbu. Our
evening celebration featured the beautiful voices of Voce Pura
performing Slavonic
traditional hymns conducted
by John Holobinko. To the
children’s delight Santa and
Mrs. Clause joined us and
read an inspirational story
about the life of St. Nicholas.

After posing for photos with Santa and Mrs.

Clause, everyone joined them on the plaza for
the lighting of our Christmas tree. We give ;
thanks to God for warm moments like this that §
draw us deeper into love for Him and for one
another. A Blessed Nativity to all.




ST. NEKTARIOS OUTDOOR MINISTRY

Outdoors and Movies

Our Outdoors Ministry teamed up with our
Orthodox Film Club On Sunday, December
7t for an outdoor screening of ‘Sacred
Alaska’ on the big screen on the big
concrete wall of our future Ministry Center.
With bonfires, hot cider, snacks, and
blankets, attendees entered into the holy
cold of Alaska’s Orthodox heritage.

The group also donated blankets, sleeping
bags, and other cold-weather supplies, to
bolster our Philoptochos’ care of the
homeless.

This event was inspired by the Outdoors
Ministry recently having taken on
St. Herman of Alaska as its patron
saint.

On December 13t (his feast day)
the group presented bread for an
artoklasia after the morning liturgy, = §
one of the forty culminating in the - |
Nativity of Christ. o

WARMI NG/ HYGI

Thank YQdkveryone

who helped the women of the
shelter prepare for winter by
providing hats, scarves, gloves,
blankets and toiletries. Our
Philoptochos, Life and Family
and our Youth Ministries all
combined efforts to help pack
the bags for the ladies. Thank
you to Deidre Lepkowski for chairing the event
and to everyone
who came out to
help us sort and
pack.




FINANCIALS MATTER

own of your own, we

TO FUND MINISTRY, OUR FINISH STRONG
2025 STEWARDSHIP GOAL IS FUEL THE FUTURE
$1 1 00 000 THANK YOU FOR YOUR
) ) GENEROSITY !

Th h hi , ifts of
596 STEWARDS HAVE PLEDGED it Rl e

have made an incredible impact to contihue
$1 089 655 our Lord&és mipnis
J J through St. Nektarios.
As we approach {he

As oF 12/8, OFFERINGS EQUAL |l et ds finish stror

Your final offering for 2025
9 4 2 6 0 3 can be the boost that propels our
) church into a powerful new year.

Give today and help us close the year With
$1,100,000 $1,089,655 B unstoppable momentum!

$942,603 What shall | give back to the LOLd

for all that he has given to mef:
Psalm 115: 3

HETH
Year End Offerings & Taxable Deductions

The annual Charitable Contributions Tax Reminder from
Church Law and Tax is enclosed.

We must receive your offerings or be postmarked by

December 31 to qualify as a 2025 tax deduction.
PLEDGES OFFERINGS

We can also receive offerings as asset transfers from
Donor Advised Funds, family trusts and in the form of
ACTUAL BUDGET stocks or other securities. Please call the church office

Stewardship $ 942,603 $1,100,000 : for more information.

Other Income 293.490 $ 297.750 Required Minimum Distribution

For those who have begun taking their RMD, you may
Total Income $ 1,236,093 $1,397,750 make a charitable gift from your IRA accounts directly to

Expenses $ 1,274,357 $1.397.750 our church, free from federal income tax. These gifts count
Net | ncom. .$ 38, toward the RMpfor thg year of the gift. Talk to your tax
advisor for more information.

As of Dec. 7, 2025

Notes: _ Online Giving Options
§ 11 months is 92% of the year § Use this QR Code

& Income is at 88% and just short of budget by $49,837 § Submit a check In person or by mail
§ Total paid ($1,274,357)and accrued expenses ($58,156 § Use your banking bill pay option

for 5 months Allocation) are at 95% of Budget. § Go lo www.sinektarios.org; select
online giving




THE ST. SOPHIA SCHOQ

Year Two at St. Sophia

And just like that, we've completed the first
| semester!

Our students are thriving in their learning and
daily life together with ever-growing enthusiasm
and joy. It has been a blessing to witness their
growth in confidence, curiosity, and faith.

Some of the highlights so far this year have been reading classic
novels, collecting blankets for homeless women
and children, learning to sing Silent Night in five
different languages, and running a 5K together.

We are deeply grateful for the continued prayers
and support of our St. Nektarios church family.

L

Araidne Zitsos, Head of School

4 : -_“’
Araidne Zitsos, Emily Hanegraaff, Diana Ghali,
Head of School Business Manager Kindergarten Teacher

Anastasia Holevas, Soumaya Touati, Nino Japaridze Madison Richardson,
Greek Language Teaching Assistant Math Specialist Multi-Age, Interdisciplinary
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Beyond St Nektarios

A Pilgrimage to Antarctica
Oh Lord, how manifold are your works, in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is filled with your creatures. Psalm 104:24.

On a narrow hill ridge on King George Island in Antarctica sits Holy Trinity Church, the g=.o
southernmost Orthodox Church in the whole wide world. This beautiful little church is a
15-meter high wooden temple built of Siberian Pine in traditional Russian style.
Originally designed and built by master carpenters in the Altai Republic of Russia, it
was then dismantled and shipped to King George Island where it was reassembled by
the staff of Russia's Bellingshausen Station under the supervision of
Father Kallistrat (Romanenko), who became the church's first

priest. The little church can accommodate up to 30 worshipers, but
they will need to be adventurous, brave and hearty because
Antarctica's climate is one of the harshest and most dangerous on
the face of the earth. Fortunately, the people of God are always up
for a challenge!

Antarctica is the largest desert on earth, averaging only 6.5 inches of
rain annually. It's also the windiest continent on earth, with winds that

can reach 100 miles an hour, and the coldest, with temperatures that can drop f- s "2
lower than 100 degrees below zero. To make matters worse, weather conditions T
are extremely variable and volatile. e ,/

Things can change at the drop of a hat.
If you go, you will need to be prepared!
Antarctica is a desolate, lonely and,
frankly, a terrifying place. But don't take
my word for it, google Ernest
Shackleton.

And yet, Antarctica is also incredibly
beautiful, serene, and yes, even silly. .
God's creatures are perfectly adapted to
live where He has placed them. While quietly paddling in a
tiny kayak through a field of floating iceberg sculptures, a
pair of giant humpback whales might gracefully glide just
below as they feed on millions of tiny krill, occasionally
popping up for air or to give a little wave with their flukes. A
sea lion taking a break from a long swim might float by on a
teal blue ice floe, just relaxing while watching the world go
by. And, as clear evidence that God has a sense of humor,
penguins might toddle along on the land in their best
tuxedos, occasionally tripping over a pebble, while seals
frolic in a sky blue sea, flipper slapping each other in the
face like the Three Stooges.

—

Antarctica is a beautiful poetic reminder, perhaps
even an icon, of the awesome power of God. It is
at the same time fierce and terrifying, while also
peaceful and perfect. May the glory of the Lord
endure forever, may the Lord rejoice in His
works. Psalm 104:31.

Renner St. John,
reflecting on a trip to Antarctica
in February 2025.




BEYOND ST. NEKTARIOS

THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE NETWORK OF THE
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE FOR PASTORAL HEALTHCARE BY DENNIS KOKENES

The 6t International Conference of the
Network of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
for Pastoral Healthcare took place on the
island of Rhodes Greece between October
29 and November 2, 2025. The Network
was founded by and is lead by the Rev. Dr
Stavros Kofinas, Protopresbyter of the
Ecumenical Patriarch. He was born and
raised in Charlotte and is the son of the
late Tom and Bett Kofinas. He is a Clinical
Psychologist in Athens Greece. He served
as the Coordinator of the European
Network of Healthcare Chaplaincy and
currently serves as Moderator of the World
Council of Churches Commission of
Health and Healing.

The Metropolis of Atlanta Holy
Unmercenaries Medical Society founded
by doctors from St Nektarios under the
leadership of Rev. Dr. Paul Tsahakis was
one of the first Societies to be a part of the
Patriarchal Network. Fr. Stavros was our
first speaker and attended our conference
again in 2023.

AMTOYLA

"y Dvgywe Aupwmmie”

during the event. Photo: TNH/Eirini Zachariadis

| am honored to serve on the Steering
Committee of the Network. The overall
theme this year was “Accessing Health
and Approaching the Sufferer”. |
moderated a session on Access to
Healthcare-The Role of the Church. |
presented the story of the mass
conversion of 100,000 indigenous Mayan
Guatemalans in 2010 and the successful
medical mission clinic in the village of
Aguacate lead over the last 10 years by
missionary Priest Fr. John Chakos. Dr
Gus Gianakopoulos and | were able to
serve this year and witness the evolution
of the clinic from a twice a year clinic to a
year round facility run by sisters from the
village who are now a doctor and nurse
thanks to scholarships from OCMC.

There were many distinguished speakers
from around the world. Respected
theologians, physicians, priests, and
others from Greece, USA, Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, China, Egypt and Great
Britain. There were representatives from
each of the Ecumenical Patriarchal

Metropolises. The conference participants
examined what constitutes a healthy
society in light of the new realities we are
experiencing at this historical moment in
humanity; how the Church can contribute
to this society; and how we can support
those suffering from certain serious
illnesses.

Past conference sessions are available on
the Patriarchal Network’s YouTube
Channelin Greek and English. Soon the
6t Conference sessions will be uploaded
as well for anyone to watch.x

George Andrinopoulos Honored
at the 1st Primary School of Kaisariani

Dr. George Andrinopoulos was honored on September 8 for his generous donation to

- renovate the hall at the 1st Primary School of Kaisariani. “I am paying for the broken

things” with the donation, Dr. George Andrinopoulos jokingly stated, referring to a
Kaisariani Mayor llias Stamelos and Dr. Andrinopoulos - window that was accidentally broken while he was attending school. The renovation of
the school's event hall thanks to Dr. Andrinopoulos’ generous donation “is a precious
gift not only for our students but also for the entire local community,” Kaisariani Mayor
llias Stamelos, pointed out in his opening speech. Dr.Andrinopoulos went on to express his “great joy and special emotion” given the
opportunity and honor to express certain thoughts and experiences of life in thirty years in Greece, 50 years and more in America.

Dr. Andrinopoulos was born in Koryfasio, a small village in Pylos, Messinia. He was a student at the 1st Primary School of Kaisariani
from 1950 to 1954. He graduated from the Medical School of Athens and before emigrating to the United States of America, he served
his military service and also served in a rural clinic. In the U.S. he completed extensive medical training, conducted medical research
and teaching, completed several fellowship and held an academic career. He later founded the Center for Maternal and Fetal
Medicine in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he practiced for the next 30 years.”

Following the speeches, the plaque naming the room ‘Dr. George Andrinopoulos Hall’ was unveiled. The event was attended by,
among others the president of the Municipal Council Nikodimos Katsarelis, former mayor Spyros Tzokas, Deputy Mayors Kanella
Georgopoulou, Maria Arachoviti, and Vangelis Plytas, on behalf of ‘Enomeni Kaisariani’ municipal councilor Stavroula Kampaka, from
‘Omorfi Poli’ the leader Bettina Grafidou and from ‘Anypotahti Kaisariani’ the leader Michalis Miltsakakis, as well as representatives of
the school community and the city’s parents’ and guardians’ associations.
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The Hymns of the nativity
By SAM HERRON, PROTOPSALTIS

In the days leading up to the Feast of the Nativity of Christ,
the Church repeatedly sings the Kontakion beginning,

“On this day the Virgin comes...”

This hymn accompanies the faithful throughout the
Forefeast and Feast of Christmas and holds special
significance, as it was composed by the great
hymnographer Saint Romanos the Melodist.

Saint Romanos lived in the sixth century and was born to
Jewish parents who later converted to Christianity. He
served as a deacon, first in Beirut and later in
Constantinople, and is rightly regarded as one of the
greatest hymnographers of the Orthodox Church. Writing
in a highly literary form of Atticized Koine Greek, Romanos
also incorporated elements characteristic of ancient
Semitic poetic expression. One of his most distinctive
techniques is the use of antithetical pairings, which are
deliberate juxtapositions of opposing realities that are used
in his work to reveal theological truth.

The Christmas Kontakion opens with a striking example:

“On this day the Virgin comes into a grotto
to give birth to the pre-eternal Word...”

Here, Romanos presents multiple layers of antithesis. A
virgin giving birth is a biological impossibility, and yet it
becomes the means by which the pre-eternal Word enters
time. The uncreated is brought into creation; the timeless
One assumes temporal existence. In a single phrase,
Romanos proclaims the paradox at the heart of the
Incarnation.

Later in the hymn we hear:
“Glorify with all the Angels and all the shepherds...”

This pairing unites the highest of created beings, the
angelic beings, with those of the lowest social standing in
the ancient world: shepherds. Romanos thus proclaims
that Christ comes for all creation itself. This emphasis is
especially pointed given Romanos’ ministry in
Constantinople, where he served in the context of imperial
worship. The contrast is intentional and quietly subversive:
the glory revealed at Christ's birth overturns worldly
hierarchies.

Finally, the hymn proclaims:

“Him who willed that He be clearly seen as a young
child: the God who is before time.”

Here Romanos returns to the central antithesis he has
been developing throughout the hymn. The eternal God,
who exists before time itself, freely wills to be seen as a
child within time. The Creator enters His creation; the Lord
of eternity submits to human growth and limitation.

The Christmas Kontakion is simple in both text and
melody, yet it contains extraordinary theological depth.
Even in translation, its beauty and paradox move the heart
and prepare the faithful for the mystery they approach
during the Advent season: the Incarnation of the Word for
the life of the world.
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Church Office: 704-708-4669
Email: office@stnektarios.org
Website: www.stnektarios.org

Address: 5108 Kuykendall Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28270

Clergy
Father Andreas Houpos, Proistamenos

Mobile: 980-333-9563
Email: fr.andreas@stnektarios.org

Father Panayiotis Steele, Ephemerios
Cell: 703-964-7712
Email; fr.panayiotis@stnektarios.org

Father Steve Dalber, Pastor Emeritus
Mobile: 704-451-6524
Email: frdalber@stnektarios.org

Father Paul Tsahakis, Presbyter
Mobile: (704) 608-1112
Email: frtsahakis@stnektarios.org

Parish Staff

Parish Administrator - Evelyn Klund

Administration Staff
Silva Awaimrin, Kim Braswell,
Sharon Koutroumpis, Sofia Nicolopoulos

Director of Youth and Young Adults -
Caroline Mellekas

Facility Manager - Marko Milich
Sexton - Jim Keown
Protopsaltis - Sam Herron

2025 Parish Council
President: Chris Mortis

Vice President: Andrew McCullough
Treasurer: Elie Azar

Assist. Treasurer: David Hanegraaff
Secretary: Gene Borowski

Assist. Secretary: Manal Choueiri
Members: George Bacogeorge,
Zack Hair, Katherine Mason,

Peter Reinhart, Patrick Taylor

Philoptochos Board
President: Madalina Lowen
1st Vice President: Deidre Lepkowski

Recording Secretary: Laurel Bacogeorge

Corr. Secretary: Sharon Koutroumpis
Treasurer: Kathrine Cestrone
Ass’t. Treasurer: Evelyn Klund

Members: Helen Bakos, Renee Keretses,

Janet Rogers, and Nia Tefakis

(Email: philoptochos@stnektarios.org)
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Worship on Sundays
Matins 7:45 a.m. and
Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee:
Following Divine Liturgy

Prosphora

Please contact the church office or
Christie Asimos at 704-756-1512 if
you would like to provide or sponsor
Prosphora.

Coffee Hour

Please contact the church office if you
would like to host or co-host a Coffee
Hour on Sunday. Your Stewardship
pays for the coffee hour refreshments
provided by the Hospitality Ministry
Team.

Flowers

You may donate flowers in honor of a
family member’s feast day, in memory
of a loved one or friend, on the
occasion of a holiday, or simply as a
gift to the community of St. Nektarios.
To donate flower arrangements to be
placed at the Iconostasis, St. Nektarios
Shrine or in the Narthex for Sunday
Services, please contact the church
office to reserve a Sunday.

Sacramental Wine
& Pure Olive Qil

You may make a financial gift to help
defray the cost of the sacramental wine
that is used for Holy Communion.
Please note on the memo line of your
check or on the envelope “Communion
Wine”. You may also donate a bottle or
can of pure olive oil which is then
blessed at the Shrine of St. Nektarios
and is offered in the anointing kits.
Please feel free to bring this with you to
any of our services and give to an
usher on duty.

For additional information contact the
church office.

UPCOMING DEADLINE

Newsletter & Bulletin Due Dates:
Information Due: Jan 13, 2025
Published: January 20, 2025



