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Life After Death
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he Teachers of the Eastern

Orthodox Church, having H I
Scripture as their foundation, teal

that those who die mthe Lord gqjto a RéChri st
place of rest, according to the

statement in the Apocalypse: "Blfisse@peared t_o renew all
are the dead who die in the Lord[from creation" -

henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit,
they may rest from their labors; 4
their works do follow them"

(Revelation 14:13). This place off e when | was growing

is viewed as spiritual Paradise, Wnege | spent many afternoons
the souls of those who have diedlinsyimming in the river a few

the Lord, the souls of the righteolls iies south of my family's
enjoy the blessings of rest, whilefl ancestral home. My favorite
awaiting the day of rewarding an t was near a little village
prize of the high calling of God ir}| 5j1ed Toqua, at the

Christ Jesus... confluence of the Little
About the sinners, they teach thdt Tepnnessee and Tellico

their souls go down to Hades, Wiieigivers. The water there was
there is suffering, sorrow, and always cold and dark after it
groaning, awaiting the dreadful day,aly fiowed far out of the
the Judgment. mountains. Before | would go
splashing in, | was always
arned to look out for a giant
h5‘5'x=frpent that supposedly
diSRabited that particular
stretch of river. That
something sinister and
threatening lived in the river
a local and very ancient
8egend thousands of years
®ld.

d
uring the summers

The Fathers of the Orthodox Ch
do not admit the existence of and
place, intermediate between Parg
and Hades, as such a place is n(
mentioned in Holy Scripture.
After the end of the General
Judgment, the Righteous Judge
will declare the decision both to t
righteous and to the sinners. To
righteous He will say: "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from
foundation of the world;" while to
sinners He will say: "Depart fro
ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his an§
And these will go away to eterna
Hades, while the righteous will g
eternal life. This retribution after
General Judgment will be compls
final, and_d_efinitive. It will compl eserpent, the raging river
becquse it is not the soul alone, is Id sometimes exceed its
Partial Judgment of man after de®tfl, s and consume farms,
but the soul together with the bo eople and every terrestrial
th.at W|Illrece|ve what is dgserve ILreature! In the minds of the
will be final, because it will be locals, the river and the

enduringl ang N0 temp"(;?fy l.illl(% rpent were synonymous
at Partial Judgment. And it will b and represented the much

Qefinitive, Gecaues bOt.h for th.e Blder force of primeval death.
righteous and for the sinners it wj|l be

unalterable and eternal.
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In fact, the name of the town,
€roqua, is derived from the
h€herokee word dakwa, the
aimost unspoken name for
he creature itself. It was said
fat the dakwa had
swallowed many a careless
©hild who had dared to set
oot in the water without
i E‘E’,upervision. Much like this
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|| DROWNING THE DRAGONEé

A MESSAGHE-ROM FR. KEVIN

The ancient Jewish people
spo a very similar
creature, the leviathan, which
is mentioned numerous times

lhabrefeast Kontakion Hymn of Epipfarggripture (Job 41:1, Psalms

lurking in the waters of the
Jordan River. Thus, His
baptism also represents the
sanctification and the
restoration of the entire

74:14, Psalms 104:26, Isaiah 2@r&ation. It begins to bring

The Greek Septuagint
renders leviathan as
drakonta- 'The dragon.' In
almost exactly the same
manner as the dakwa, the
leviathan personifies chaos,
death and the property of

... Our Lord alone
has the power to
renew us and to
dispel the
dragons hiding in
our lives. ..

| E—

entropy inherent in the entire
creation. We must remember
that these forces were not
part of the original order of
the universe. Yet, they
became entrenched after we
ourselves deviated from the
manner of life to which God
called us. Disorder and
disintegration were
introduced into the world
when our ancestors chose to
ignore God and instead listen
to that archetypal dragon and
fallen angel, the devil.

As Christ's first public
appearance and the
beginning of His preaching at
30 years of age, the
Epiphany represents the start
of the enlightenment and
illumination of humanity. It is
therefore fitting that some
icons of the Feast of
Epiphany depict our Lord's
foot trampling upon a dragon

harmony back to a broken
and disordered world.

As we come to bless your
homes in the next month, we
will bring with us water
blessed in the Church on the
feast day. We bring with us
the restorative power of
Christ's Baptism. The
Epiphany is manifested in the
privacy of your home. As the
water is sprinkled, we are
reminded that our Lord alone
has the power to renew us
and to dispel the dragons
hiding in our lives. x
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Prayers from the servic
of the Sanctification
of the Waters

"Great art Thou, O Lord, an

marvelous are Thy works: 1

words suffice to praise Thy
marvels."

O merciful King, do Thou now
present through the descent ¢

be

—

Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this

water...and give to it the grac
redemption, the blessing of
Jordan. Make it a source of
incorruption, a gift of
sanctification, a ransom from
a guard against sickness, a
defense against devils,
inaccessible to every adverse
power, and filled with angelic
strength. "Do thou therefore,

Master, sanctify now this wate

by Thy Holy Spirit...give

sanctification, blessing, clean
and health to all those touche
anointed, and partaking there

e of

sins,

O
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Prayer for the
Beginning of
the day

FromA Table Prayer Guide
published by Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese, The Center for

Family Care. Available through
familycare@goarch.org.

O Lord, grant me to greet
the coming day in peace.
Help me in all things to
rely upon Your holy will.
In every hour of the day,
reveal Your will to me.
Bless my dealings with all
who surround me. Teach
me to treat all that come
to me throughout the day
with peace of soul and
firm conviction that Your
will governs all. In all my
deeds and words guide
my thoughts and feelings.
In unforeseen events let
me not forget that all is
sent by You. Teach me to
act firmly and wisely
without embittering or
embarrassing others.
Give me the strength to
bear the fatigue of the
coming day with all that is
shall bring. Direct my will,
teach me to pray, pray
Yourself in me. Amen

Metropolitan Philaret of Moscow
Nineteenth Century

Focus on our Community
Celebrations, Milestones, Comfort & Support

IN OUR PRAYERS

George Anton Helen Antone Helen Argeros George Awaimrin
Badi Batshon Sylvia Belk  Margaret Blehi  Sandy Brewer  Anna & Joseph Caruso

Paraskevi Chrisoula Frank Cockinos  Gary Coykendall  Maria Crum Bessie Demas

Mary Lou Elliott ~ Shannon Elliott Ted Gillis Nancy Guthery  Jacqueline Hill
Jason Hunt Xenny Koinis  Dave Maloney Peter Mannering  Georgia Mantekas
Kosta Mariotis George Mentavlos Joy Millsaps Billy Morgan Christina Nixon
Vivian Pann Barry Dale Price Jr.  Cynthia Roos Jane Savage Theodora Soriano
Frances Stamas  James Tyree Irene Vallone Teziah Williams

AND FOR THOSEIN SERVICETO OUR COUNTRY
Helene Carras Kosta and Ashley Mariotis

CONGRATULATIONS AND BESTW ISHES

To Jimmy Kleto and Louisa Correal on their engagement.
To Chris Mason and Katherine Baker Mason on the birth of their daughter, Audrey.
To Marina Fotinos and Justin Lewis on their engagement.
To Michael Kaloudis and Patricia Maldanado on their wedding

To Derek & Al exandria Guy on the baptism

To Dior Rudolph and Joyce Yousif on the baptism of their daughter, Melah
To George & Rita Castanas on the birth of their first grandchild, James Michael

W ITH SYMPATHY

To Barbara and Spiro Hondros on the passing of their son, Charles
The Solomon family on the passing

IN APPRECIATION

Dear St. Nektarios family,
Thank you very much for all of the prayers and the yummy dinner.
It was so thoughtful and really helpedeuatie McCullough

BELATED CHRISTMAS W ISHES
OMerry Christmas t o Kenstantin@sdPapadakisi t y of

To DIANE GILBERT AND COPYCAT FOR PRINTING
THE CHURCH BULLETIN AND NEWSLETTER

Please contact the church office with information we may share with the
community or to add someone to the prayer list.
Also please contact the office when someone is in need of a clergy visit.

Faith on the internet .

What would your world be like if you woke up
tomorrow with only what you have thanked
God for today?
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JANUARY 1ST- VASLOPITA CUTTING

Pictured above receiving for their minikgfeto Righttohn Lowen

Fr. Seraphim Dedes, Gerry Clonaris, Steve Constantelos, Deidre
Lepkowski, Kent Hillman, Chris Miller, Dan Medvid (back), Bess Vrettd
Kevin Millsaps, Fr. Steve Dalber, Frank Cockinos, Deacon Paul Tsal
Deacon Stephanos Potter, Madalina Barladeanu, Anastasia Holevas,
Drobonick, Tom Clewell, David Hines, Kabee Kokenes, and Elizabeth

THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATER:

MEGAS AGIASMOS
Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald
from http://www.goarch.org/ourfaith/ourfaith7113

piphany, one of the oldest and most important Feast days ojt -

Orthodox Church, commemorates the manifestation of the Holy
Trinity which took place at the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River.
Recognizing rich meaning in this event, Orthodoxy believes|that when
Christ was baptized, it not only marked the beginning of His|public
ministry and revealed the Trinity, but also signified that the ér
creation is destined to share in the glory of redemption in Chr ACOME
Christ entered into the Jordan to be baptized, two things weje
happening: He was identifying Himself with the people He hpg
save; and, He was identifying Himself with the whole of Cregt Ad\,ancement
was represented by water. Through His baptism, the Lord rgv
value of the created world and He redirected it toward its Criea
Creation is good and it belongs to God.

the Vasilopita from Bess Vrettos

The Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the Feast|o
Epiphany and on the day itself, following the Divine Liturgy.|T
Blessing not only remembers the event of Our Lord's baptism |;
revelation of the Holy Trinity but also expresses Orthodoxy's K
that creation is sanctified through Christ. The Blessing affirms
humanity and the created world, of which we are a part, welle
to be filled with the sanctifying presence of God. After the splé
blessing, the Holy Water is distributed to the faithful and is yis
bless homes during the Epiphany season. When the faithful|{dr
"Epiphany Water," we are reminded of our own baptism. WHher
Church blesses an individual, or object, or event with the water, we

are affirming that those baptized, their surroundings, and their ~ Acolytes Caleb Clewell and John Malatras

responsibilities are sanctified through Christ and brought into theeceive their black robes from Father Kevin on
Kingdom of the Father through the>xSpirit. 11-16-11




2012 Parish Council takes oath of office

Back Row: Father Kevin, Father Steve, Dan Medvid and Tommy Williams
From Row:Tommy Nickolopoulos, John Tsefrikas, Stavroula Koutsoupias, K¢
Karavokiros, Deidre Lepkowski, Kholoud Alyateem, Andrew Asimos,
Jim Thomas and Emile Khuri

gy MY

A s stated in the Parish Regulations of the Archdiocese, the objective of k\:’ﬁ\\i‘

the members of the Parish Council and other Church leaders is to

effectively lead their parish in fulfilling its ministry in accordance with our Holy Orthodox Faith:

Proclaiming and teaching the Gospel;

Sanctifying the faithful through God's grace in worship, the Divine Liturgy and the other sacraments;

Enhancing its parishionerso spiritual i fe;

Adding to the numbers of the faithful by receiving persons into the Church through instruction, baptism

and/or chrismation.

Establishing educational and philanthropic activities to foster the aims and mission of the Parish and

to edify its parishioners in the Faith and ethos of the Church.

V Engaging in such inter-Orthodox, ecumenical and interfaith activities as are consistent with the
policies of the Archdiocese.x
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Fat her Steve presents
Dean Kalariotes and recognizes players on our teams.
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YOUNG ADULT

MINISTRY

Happy New Year!

| hope you had a wonderful Christmas season
spending time with friends and family. | wanted
to take this opportunity to reflect on 2011 and
let you know the direction of the St. Nektarios
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) in 2012. It is hard
to believe it has been almost two years since
Elizabeth and | started YAM. We have
accomplished quite a bit during that time
hosting a mix of social events and service
projects.

Highlights from 2011 were the Super Bowl
Party, Bowling, Operation Sandwich, Corn
Maze, Charleston Habitat for Humanity, and
Adopt a Family. Towards the end of 2011 we
took steps to ensure the continued growth of
YAM by forming a Leadership Team. The
decision was made to better serve members
and bring in new perspectives.

Members of the 2012 Leadership team:
President- Andrew Bahanovich
Vice President- Tommy Kleto
Communications-Elizabeth Kleto
Service Events Coordinator-

Sarah Hazlehurst
Fellowship Events Coordinator-

Crystal Isaac
Treasurer- Peter Maxwell
The Leadership Team will meet once a month
to plan activities. The Team has also decided
to place an emphasis on service projects and
hold monthly religious education discussions.
The kickoff event will be held in a couple of
weeks; details will be coming soon.

In closing | would like to personally thank
everyone who has participated in our past
events. Not many individuals know that my
move from Michigan to Charlotte a little over
two years ago was prompted by unemployment
and the foreclosure of my home. God has truly
blessed me with the opportunity to start my life
over and this has been my inspiration for
starting the YAM group. | hope and pray that
no one has to experience what | went through.
It is my wish that each of you make it your goal
to take time to join us in service, fellowship,
and worship in 2012. | guarantee you will find
it a truly rewarding experience.
May God grant you health and happiness in the
New Year!
Sincerely,
Andrew Bahanovich

Financial matters

How You CAN KEEP THE
CHURCH CASH FLow STEADY

+ Turn in your 2012 stewardship pledge card to help project church cash
flow for the operating account.

+ Make smaller and regular instead of year-end annual offerings.

+ Use your on-line banking account to make offerings.

+ Remember Stewardship goes to the Operating Account

+ Mortgage interest and principle payments come from the Building Fund
from Capital Campaign pledges. On February 15, our next principal
payment of $82,750 is due; which is the second half of the balance
deferred from the Nov 15, 2011 payment.

2012 Stewardship 2012 Stewardship
Number of Pledges Dollars Pledged

as of 1-13-12 asof 1-13-12

Preliminary 2011 Stewardship Results as of 12 -31-11
$600,000 =
$500,000 s
$400,000 ——
$300,000 [——
$200,000 $551,99
$100,000 N
592,90
$0 - $ _d ' : '
Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship
Budget Pledged Rec'd

Detailed financial reports are available for review upon request..
Full yeaend reports will be presented at the spring Parish Assembly;
tentatively set for March 11.
Please contact the office staff for more information.



Christmas program -- Dec. 18




