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“ And He will set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on His left.” 

( Matt. 25:32) 

��n the above passage, Jesus 
allegorically describes the day of 

judgment, where those on His right 
hand are praised for their kindness 
and good works in their lives and 
given leave to enter into Paradise. 
To those on His left the doors to 
Paradise were closed because they 
did not do good works and they did 
not practice kindness during there 
lives and they were condemned to 
death. 

       In light of this verse I find it amazing 
that there are those who believe that good 
works are not expected from us in our 
lives. Certainly our salvation is dependent 
on God’s grace, but our reception of His 
grace is dependent on our willingness to 
share it with others. By their very nature, 
all of God’s gifts cannot be 
received unless they are 
shared. Even the 
experience of God in our 
lives cannot be fully 
accepted without someone 
to share it with. Our Lord 
said “For where two or 
three are gathered in my 
name, I am there in the 
midst of them.” (Matt. 
18:20) And for this reason, an Orthodox 
priest cannot perform a sacrament by 
himself. We cannot receive God’s grace 
by ourselves, without sharing it. 
     All things are gifts from God. He gives 
us time on earth for a reason. Our very life 
is a test of sorts to see if we are willing to 
share all the good things that we receive. 
This is not a difficult test. In fact God loves 
us so much that He became man so that 
He could give us the answers to this test. 
We have been given the answers to the 
test which will allow us to enter into 

Paradise, and yet there are those who 
will not use them. For them there is 
nothing more that God can do. They 
make their choice. They become “goats.” 
 As Orthodox Christians we believe 
that God provides all good things for us 
freely without charge, but that we also 
must provide for each other freely 
without expecting anything in return. We 
must be willing to give freely of the time 
that God has freely given us towards 
Christ’s ministry without complaining that 
there are others that are not giving as 
much time. We must use the talents 
which God has freely given us towards 
His glory without gloating or receiving 
praise for these talents. And finally we 
must be willing to freely share the 
material wealth which God has entrusted 
to us with so that His will can be done on 
this earth. 
     The central question in every 

salvation seeking Christian’s heart 
must be; Am I a sheep or 
am I a goat? At the day 
of judgment, will I be on 
our Lord’s right hand or 
will I be on His left? 
These are serious 
questions for serious 
considerations. 
     Our church 
community provides us 

with many opportunities to share our gifts 
towards God’s ministry and towards His 
glory. It is for this reason that 
stewardship is emphasized over other 
types of fund raising. Stewardship is the 
opportunity to share the gifts of time, 
talent and treasure which God has given 
us. It is seen as a burden by the goats, 
but it is seen as a blessing and an 
opportunity by the sheep. I pray that we 
will not waste our life by not taking 
advantage of this precious opportunity, 
and that God will continue to bless us, 
sheep and goats alike.   �     

“We must be willing 
to freely give...that 

which God has freely 
given us.”  
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�� aint Mary was from Magdala in 
Galilee on the Sea of Tiberias, 

and for this was named Magdalene. 
When the Lord Jesus cast out seven 
demons from her, from which she 
had been suffering, she became His 
faithful and inseparable disciple, 
following Him and ministering unto 
Him even to the time of 
His crucifixion and 
burial. Then, returning 
to Jerusalem together 
with the rest of the 
Myrrh-bearers, she 
prepared the fragrant 
spices for anointing the 
body of the Lord. And 
on the Lord's day they 
came very early to the 
tomb, even before the 
Angels appeared declaring the 
Resurrection of the Lord. When Mary 
Magdalene saw the stone taken 
away from the tomb, she ran and 
proclaimed it to Peter and John. And 
returning immediately to the tomb 
and weeping outside, she was 
deemed worthy to be the first of the 
Myrrh-bearers to behold the Lord 
arisen from the dead, and when she 
fell at His feet, she heard Him say, 
"Touch Me not." After the Lord's 
Ascension, nothing certain is known 
concerning her. Some accounts say 
that she went to Rome and later 
returned to Jerusalem, and from 
there proceeded to Ephesus, where 
she ended her life, preaching Christ. 
Although it is sometimes said that 
Saint Mary Magdalene was the 
"sinful woman" of the Gospel, this is 
nowhere stated in the tradition of the 
Church, in the sacred hymnology, or 
in the Holy Gospels themselves, 
which say only that our Lord cast 
seven demons out of her, not that 
she was a fallen woman. 
"Madeleine" is a form of Magdalene. 
�     
from: www.goarch.org 
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TO DIANE  GILBERT  AND COPYCAT  FOR PRINTING   

THE  CHURCH  BULLETIN  AND NEWSLETTER   
 

Please contact the church office with information we may share with the community 
 or to add someone to the prayer list.  Also please contact the office 

when someone is in need of a clergy visit. 

��� �� ���xcerpts from 
our Church 

Etiquette Brochure 
 

Copies are 
available at church. 
�
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To drop off passengers or for those who 
need special access to the church, please 
use the circular driveway near the main 
entrance to the sanctuary.  Avoid stopping 
in front of the church.  Handicapped 
parking is located near the main entrance.  

Restrooms are located just off of the 
narthex, in the rear of the church. A 
restroom is also available in the Family 
Room.  

Please use special care in the upper level, 
especially with small children. No standing 
is allowed at the center section rail. 

Emergency exits are located in each side 
chapel area in the nave and the bottom of 
both stairwells. 

In case of a fire alarm, all are asked to use 
the closest exit to evacuate the building 
and go to the hall for further instructions.  

No smoking is allowed in all buildings. �  

�%&'#$��"(�)**�%&'#$��"(�)**�%&'#$��"(�)**�%&'#$��"(�)**� ���
 Keep yourself and family 
members safe when walking or 
playing outside:  
¨ Take a walking audit of your 

neighborhood to determine the 
safest routes to a destination or 
for leisure. 

¨ Always walk - don’t run - on the 
sidewalk.  If there is no sidewalk, 
walk on the side of the road 
facing traffic. 

¨ Walk with your child on the side 
farthest away from traffic; darting 
into the road is the leading 
cause of pedestrian injuries in 
children. 

Look left, right and then left again 
before crossing the street. 

������� �
��� ��	�
��
 �

.� artnering with the 
“Think Recycle” 

program, we are recycling 
cell phones and inkjet or 
laser toner cartridges for 
cash.   

Simply collect them from 
home, school or your work 
location, drop them off at 
the church office and we’ll 
do the rest! 

Thank you!!!  
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Members of the choir gather to honor Fr. Seraphim  
and wish him a Happy 50th Birthday! 

�%(($�+"�#,-%$���*��'�%(,"!.�%(($�+"�#,-%$���*��'�%(,"!.�%(($�+"�#,-%$���*��'�%(,"!.�%(($�+"�#,-%$���*��'�%(,"!.� ���

CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS 
 

�� he 40th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America was 

held this past week in Atlanta, Ga.   Fr. Steve Dalber, 
John Lowen, Cally Couchell, and Evelyn Klund 
served as Delegates.  They will be presenting an 
overview report to the Parish Assembly scheduled for 
July 25, 2010.    

 

Visit the Congress web site for news and photos from 
the Congress events.  You can also watch video or 
read the text of the Keynote Address of Archbishop 
Demetrios on the theme of the Congress: Gather My 
People to My Home: Come and See.  

Go to www.clergylaity.org.   
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Introduction 
The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is 
celebrated on August 15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and 
in the Greek kimisis) or "falling-asleep" of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast 
also commemorates the translation or assumption into heaven of the body of the 
Theotokos. 
  
Biblical Story 
 The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying on the Cross, He saw His 
mother and His disciple John and said to the Virgin Mary, "Woman, behold your son!" and 
to John, "Behold your mother!" (John 19:25-27). From that hour, the Apostle took care of 
the Theotokos in his own home. 
 Along with the biblical reference in Acts 2:14 that confirms that the Virgin Mary was 
with the Holy Apostles on the day of Pentecost, the tradition of the Church holds that she 
remained in the home of the Apostle John in Jerusalem, continuing a ministry in word and 
deed. 
 At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord who were preaching throughout the 
world, returned to Jerusalem to see the Theotokos. Except for the Apostle Thomas, all of 
them including the Apostle Paul were gathered together at her bedside. At the moment of 
her death, Jesus Christ himself descended and carried her soul into heaven. 
 Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession and laid in a tomb near the Garden of 
Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her repose and desired to see her body, the tomb was found 
to be empty. The bodily assumption of the Theotokos was confirmed by the message of an angel and by her appearance to the 
Apostles. 
 
Icon of the Feast 
 The Icon of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on her deathbed surrounded by the Apostles. Christ is 
standing in the center looking at His mother. He is holding a small child clothed in white representing the soul of the Virgin Mary. 
With His golden garments, the angels above His head, and the mandorla surrounding Him, Christ is depicted in His divine 
glory. 
 This great Feast of the Church and the icon celebrates a fundamental teaching of our faith—the Resurrection of the body. In 
the case of the Theotokos, this has been accomplished by the divine will of God. Thus, this Feast is a feast of hope, hope in 
Resurrection and life eternal. Like those who gathered around the body of the Virgin Mary, we gather around our departed loved 
ones and commend their souls into the hands of Christ. As we remember those who have reposed in the faith before us and 
have passed on into the communion of the Saints, we prepare ourselves to one day be received into the new life of the age to 
come. 
 We also affirm through this Feast as we journey toward our heavenly abode that the Mother of God intercedes for us. 
Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children of God, embracing us with divine love. 
 
Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the DORMITION 
 The commemoration of the Dormition of the Theotokos and the preparation for the Feast begin on August 1 with a period 
of  fast ing. A strict fast is followed on most of the days (no meat, dairy, oil, or wine), with the exceptions of fish on the Feast of 
the Transfiguration (August 6) and the day of the Dormition. Oil and Wine are allowed on Saturdays and Sundays. 
On the weekdays before the Feast, Paraklesis services are held in most parishes. These consist of the Great Paraklesis and the 
Small Paraklesis, both services of supplication and prayer for the intercessions of the Theotokos. 
 The Feast of the Dormition is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom which is conducted on the 
morning of the Feast and preceded by a Matins (Orthros) service. A Great Vespers is conducted on the evening before the day 
of the Feast. Scripture readings for the Feast of the Dormition are the following: At Vespers: Genesis 28:10-17; Ezekiel 43:27-
44:4; Proverbs 9:1-11. At the Matins: Luke 1:39-49, 56. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28. 
 

Reprinted from http://www.goarch.org/special/listen _learn_share/dormition/index_html 

ST. NEKTARIOS  SERVICE  SCHDULE  FOR THE  FEAST OF THE  DORMITION  
PARAKLESES  SERVICES: August 2, 4, 6, 9, 11, and 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

GREAT  VESPERS:  August 14 to be celebrated at Greensboro.  See enclosed flyer for more information 

ORTHROS (8:15 a.m.) and DIVINE  L ITURGY  ( 9:15 a .m.):  Sunday, August 15  
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Jeff Clewell receives letters  
from inmates met and helped  
through the Prison Ministry……. 

 

Ministry Group Leaders 
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Worship 
Orthros:  8:15am  
Divine Liturgy:  9:15am 
Youth Catechism:  
following Holy Communion 
 

 Fellowship Coffee: 
Following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Prosfora 
Please contact the church office or 
Christie Asimos at 704-542-6729 if 
you would like to provide Prosfora. 

 

Coffee Hour 
Please contact the church office or 
Mike Neary at 704-845-6229 if you 
would like to host or co-host a Coffee 
Hour on Sunday. Your Stewardship 
pays for the coffee hour refreshments 
provided by the  Hospitality Ministry 
Team.   

 
Flowers 
You may donate flowers in honor of a 
family member’s feast day, in 
memory of a loved one or friend, on 
the occasion of a holiday, or simply 
as a gift to the community of St. 
Nektarios.  To donate flower 
arrangements to be placed at the 
Iconostasis or in the Narthex for 
Sunday Services, please contact the 
church office to reserve a Sunday. 

����
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St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to the  continuation of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ’s ministry of salvation through the proclamation and 
teaching of the Gospel; through Baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit; and through loving service to God and to mankind.  
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The community will provide a loving, caring and welcoming environment where all 

belong and grow in the faith through worship, service, witness,  
and fellowship . 

Church Office: 704-708-4669 
Church Fax: 704-846-6094 
Email: office@stnektarios.org 
Website: www.stnektarios.org 
5108 Kuykendall Rd.  
Charlotte, NC 28270 
 

 
Father Steve Dalber, Protopresbyter  
Home:  704-708-4638 
Cell Phone: 704-451-6524 
Email: frdalber@stnektarios.org 
 
 

 
Father Seraphim Dedes 
Music Ministry 
Phone: 704-719-3074 
Email: frdedes@stnektarios.org 
 

 

Deacon Fr. Stephanos Potter 
Deacon Fr. Paul Tsahakis 
 

 

Parish Council 
President: John Lowen 
Vice President: Kellie Karavokiros 
Secretary: Cally Couchell 
Ass’t Sect’y: Dimitrios Stefanidis 
Treasurer: John Tsefrikas 
Ass’t Treasurer: Mark Malatras 
Members:  
John Anderson, Steve Flaherty,  
Emile Khuri, Stavroula Koutsoupias, 
Dennis Kokenes  
 

Parish Administrator 
Evelyn Klund 
 

Administration Staff 
Kim Clewell - Membership 
Carol Jelush - Publications 
Effie Koinis - Accounting        
Director of Youth       Property  
      Ministries              Manager 
    Elaine Miller   Dena Kondilis 
 

Philoptochos Board 

President: Cristi Carras 
1st V P: Bessie Vrettos 
Rec. Secty: Dawn Galanis 
Corr. Secty.: Jennifer Drizos 
Treasurer: Charlotte Nickolopoulos 
Ass’t Treasurer: Evelyn Klund 
Members:  Maria Wheatley, Pauline 
Blehi, Liz Karagounis, Mary Gallis, 
Ritsa Neary, Melinda Holtzman,  
Advisor - Alex Tatsis 
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Community Bulletin  & 
Newsletter:  
Published: August 10, 2010 

Information Due: August 3, 2010 

CHRISTINA THE 
GREAT MARTYR OF 
TYRE 
 

July 24 
 
 

�� aint Christina was from Tyre in 
Syria, the daughter of a pagan 

named Urban. Enlightened in her heart 
to believe in Christ, she broke her 
father's idols, made of gold and silver, and distributed the pieces 
to the poor. When her father learned this, he punished her 
ruthlessly, then cast her into prison. The rulers subjected her to 
imprisonments, hunger, torments, the cutting off of her breasts 
and tongue, and finally impalement, in the year 200, during the 
reign of the Emperor Septimius Severus.  ��
�

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

July 18 
�

�� n the Sunday that falls 
from the 13th to the 19th 

of the present month, we chant 
the Service to the Holy and God-
bearing Fathers who came 
together in the Seven 
Ecumenical Councils, that is: the 
First Council, of the 318 Fathers 
who assembled in Nicaea in 325 
to condemn Arius, who denied 
that the Son of God is 
consubstantial with the Father; 
the Fathers of the First Council 
also ordained that the whole Church should celebrate Pascha 
according to the same reckoning; the Second Council, of the 150 
Fathers who assembled in Constantinople in 381 to condemn 
Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople, who denied the Divinity 
of the Holy Spirit; the Third Council, of the 200 Fathers who 
assembled in Ephesus in 431, to condemn Nestorius, Patriarch 
of Constantinople, who called Christ a mere man and not God 
incarnate; the Fourth Council, of the 630 who assembled in 
Chalcedon in 451, to condemn Eutyches, who taught that there 
was only one nature, the divine, in Christ after the Incarnation, 
and Dioscorus, Patriarch of Alexandria, who illegally received 
Eutyches back into communion and deposed Saint Flavian, 
Patriarch of Constantinople, who had excommunicated 
Eutyches; the Fifth Council in 535, of the 165 who assembled in 
Constantinople for the second time to condemn Origen and 
Theodore of Mopsuestia, the teacher of Nestorius; the Sixth 
Council in 680, of the 170 who assembled in Constantinople for 
the third time, to condemn the Monothelite heresy, which taught 
that there is in Christ but one will, the divine; and the Seventh 
Council in 787, of the 350 who assembled in Nicaea for the 
second time to condemn Iconoclasm. ��
 
from: www.goarch.org 


