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  “Holiday Family Night Special” on Wednesday, December 16, beginning with a Fellowship Dinner at 6:00 p.m.,  In conjunction with the Adult Religious Education 

Ministry, the Youth Ministries Department will offer activities for JOY-HOPE children following the 6:00 p.m. parish dinner 
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 In observance of the Nativity and the New Year, the office will be closed. 

���		�	���	� ��!���"#$#���		�	���	� ��!���"#$#���		�	���	� ��!���"#$#���		�	���	� ��!���"#$#  
 ¨ Youth and Adult Catechism will resume on Sunday, January 10th 

¨ The Seed is the Word Adult Religious Education classes will resume the week of January 11th 
¨ Greek Language School resumes on Tuesday, January 12th and for adults on Thursday, January 14th 
¨ Mother’s Group resumes meeting on Wednesday, January 13th 
¨ Yoga with Youly resumes on Thursday, January 14th at 6:30 p.m. * Please note the new time for 2010 
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 ¨ If you are interested in going on a trip to Tarpon Springs, Florida during The Epiphany from January 4-January 7, 2010, please contact Gus Karres, Rula Poulos 

or Terry Stephenson for more details. This will be a fun and enjoyable trip. 
¨ Young at Heart will celebrate the New Year with a fun evening featuring Italian  music, dancing and singing on Thursday, January 14th at 6:00 p.m. 

������������������������������������������������ �
 ¨ Sunday, January 3 - Blessing of the Vasilopita, 2nd tray for St. Basils Academy and Fellowship Coffee Hour   

¨ Tuesday, January 12 - Board Meeting 
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 See our GOYA AND JOY/HOPE Calendar of Events included in this mailing for details and plan to attend the activities.  
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 Mothers Group-Come join our group each Wednesday morning for fellowship and an opportunity to talk about parenting challenges in a play date setting. This 

group is dedicated to serve mothers with children newborn to 5 years old. We welcome new moms anytime. For more information, please contact Kellie Karavokiros 
at ktkppharmd@aol.com or at 704-543-0208. 
Small Group-Currently we have small groups running on Saturdays and Sundays. Families are welcome to join anytime. This is a wonderful opportunity to grow in 
Christ, enjoy fellowship and build lasting friendships with other Orthodox Christians. For more information, please contact Deidre Lepkowski at 
demetriastj@yahoo.com or at 704-708-4737. 
Special Monthly Parish Night: In order to utilize our ministries in the most effective way, we will suspend the Friday monthly Family Praxis and have our families 
attend Wednesday Night Adult Religious.  Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. On the second Wednesday of the month, our Youth ministries will offer “Walking with Jesus” 
activity for the JOY/HOPE children. We are giving you a night off from kitchen duty.  Your meal will be ready for you and no kitchen clean-up involved.  Our first 
Parish Night will be December 16th with the Holiday Special.  We cannot wait to see you all there!   
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� Fr. Steve will be available starting January 8th to come and bless your home. Beginning January 4th, you may call the office during the week to schedule an 

appointment. Appointments may also be made after service on Sundays.  See Evelyn, Effie, Carol or Stamie who will be ready to make your appointment. 

��(	����)*�(���+� �,��)��-*���)��%��(	����)*�(���+� �,��)��-*���)��%��(	����)*�(���+� �,��)��-*���)��%��(	����)*�(���+� �,��)��-*���)��%� ���
���� The 2009-2010 St. Nektarios Pictorial Directory will be a highlight in the Consecration Album. Don’t miss your opportunity to be included in this monumental 

publication, distributed to all stewards of the community. There are 3 groupings of sign-ups available-December 17, 18 and 19, to capture visiting college students 
home on break, and Feb. 23-27 and March 1-6 for the remainder of our stewards.  Feb & March sign ups will be posted after the new year. Please contact Kellie 
Karavokiros at 704-543-0208 or ktkpharmd@aol.com or Lea Tsahakis at leat@carolina.rr.com for questions. 
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���� Members from our Consecration Committee will be available during fellowship coffee hour to sign up those who are willing to help and become part of the team for 

our upcoming Consecration. This will be the biggest event our parish has sponsored and we need plenty of hands. Please stop by the “Consecration Table” and offer 
your services in whatever capacity you choose. Your participation is greatly anticipated and appreciated! 
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����  It is not too late to send in your ad for the Consecration Album. Please get your ads in by January 30th! Forms were mailed or available on church web site or at 

the church office. The proceeds will support the development of our campus facilities and the mission and ministry of St. Nektarios. For a tax deduction (to the extent 
allowed by the law) in 2009, payment must be received by 12-31-09. 

 SUNDAY SERVICES: 8:15 a.m. Orthros; 9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy    

  

PARAKLESIS SERVICES:  Every Tuesday at  9:30 a.m. except Dec. 15th  
 
 

WEEKDAY DIVINE LITURGIES: 
Tuesday, Dec 15,  10:00 a.m.  -- St. Eleftherios 
Thursday, Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy-Christmas Eve 
Friday, Dec. 25, 8:30 a.m. Orthros, 9:30 Divine Liturgy—The Nativity of Our Lord 

Saturday, Dec. 26- No Divine Liturgy for Synaxis of the Theotokos 
Friday, Jan. 1, 10:00 a.m. —St. Basil 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 5:30 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy &  Blessing of Water 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, 9:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Water 
Thursday, Jan. 7, 10:00 a.m.— St. John the Baptist 
Monday, Jan. 18 10:00 a.m. -- Sts. Athanasios & Cyril of Alexandria 
Monday, Jan. 25, 10:00 a.m. -- St. Gregory the Theologian 

¨ Sunday, January 31 - Membership Tea at 3:00 p.m. at the home of Bessie Vrettos -Please see enclosed flyer. 



��� � ��� �DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR FACEBOOK AND iGoogle: The Department of Internet Ministries has launched an enhancement to its 
Online Chapel service that will now provide Facebook and iGoogle users access to the daily Bible readings and lives of the saints directly 
from their customized home pages. Visit the Online Chapel at http://www.goarch.org/chapel  for more information on how to add the new 
Online Chapel for Facebook and Online Chapel for iGoogle to your home pages 

��� � ��� �National GOYA Facebook Page Created:   Newest resource from the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries has just been 
created. In an effort to create a presence on facebook, we have a page that provides the GOYAn's of our Archdiocese with community, 
updates, news, and information from across the country. We hope it will be a place for teens to learn about their faith and upcoming GOYA 
events, as well as connect with each other! On facebook you can search for "GOYA-Greek Orthodox Youth of America" and become a "fan".  

��� � ��� �Orthodox Christian Network (OCN) and Your iPhone: With the release of the Ark and the Rudder in one convenient and free download, 
listeners will have even more options from which to listen to OCN's Orthodox liturgical music, groundbreaking podcasts and contemporary 
Orthodox music. To download your copy, go to the iTunes application store and type ocn. The download is free and is effortless to install. 
Visit our web site for details at http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewSoftware?id=326307494&mt=8. 

��� � ��� �NEW FAITH AND LIFE RESOURCE ON ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE: A new brochure on the Ecumenical Patriarchate has been 
released in the Faith and Life series.  The brochure is designed as an online resource that can be downloaded, printed and distributed in the 
parish as a educational resource.  Access this new brochure and other resources on the Faith and Life web site at www.goarch.org/ourfaith/
faithandlife  

��� � ��� �Orthodox Christian Fellowship Announces REAL BREAK registration is open -- Join hundreds of other college students this Spring 
Break with Real Break, the service learning program of OCF. This year's trips are scheduled for Constantinople, Jerusalem, Greece, 
Romania, and more. Register online now at www.ocf.net/realbreak. Hurry while there are still openings!!! 

January 
Dec. 31-1 Jan. Office Closed 

1 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy - St. Basil 
3 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 

No youth or adult catechism 
2nd Tray sponsored by the Philoptochos for 
St. Basil Academy 
Fellowship Coffee Hour sponsored by 
Philoptochos 
Vasilopita Cutting 
Oath of Office for Parish Council (tent) 

5 Newsletter Deadline 
Eve of the Epiphany 
No Paraklesis Service 
No Greek Language School 
5:30 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy & Sanctification of 
the Waters Service 

6 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy - The Theophany & 
Sanctification of the Waters Service 

7 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy-St. John the Baptist 
No Adult Greek Language School 

8 House Blessings Begin 
10 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 

Community Luncheon 
Godparent Sunday 
TBD: Orthodox Life - Dinner & A Movie 

12 9:30 a.m. Paraklesis 
10:15 a.m. Journey through the Scriptures 
4:15 p.m. Greek Language School resumes 
6:30 p.m. Philoptochos Board Meeting 

13 10:00 a.m. Mothers Group 
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:45 p.m. Growing in Faith Adult Rel. Ed 
Classes 

14 6:30 p.m. Yoga with Youly 
6:30 p.m. Young at Heart 

17 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 
5:30 p.m. Orthodox Life 

18 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy - St. Athanasios & Cyril 
of Alexandria 

19 9:30 a.m. Paraklesis 
10:15 a.m. Our Journey through the Scriptures 
7:00 p.m. Catechism Teachers Workshop 

20 10:00 a.m. Mothers Group 
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:45 p.m. Growing in Faith 

21 6:30 p.m. Yoga with Youly 
7:00 p.m. Catechism Teachers Workshop 

24 8:15 a.m. Orthros   9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
New Comers Coffee 
Meeting for Hara Dancers 
5:30-7:00 p.m. Orthodox Life 

25 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy-St. Gregory the 
Theologian   
6:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 

26 9:30 a.m. Paraklesis 
10:15 a.m. Our Journey through the Scriptures 
7:00 p.m. Catechism Teachers Workshop 

27 10:00 a.m. Mothers Group 
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:45 Growing in Faith 

28 6:30 p.m. Yoga with Youly 
7:00 p.m. Catechism Teachers Workshop 

29 6:30 p.m. GOYANS Gone Gray Fundraiser 

30 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy - The Three Hierarchs 
TBD: Joy/Hope Ice Skating Party 
St. Luke Dinner Dance - tentative 

31 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 
3:00 p.m. Philoptochos Membership Tea 
5:30 p.m. Orthodox Life 

December 
15 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy - St. Eleftherios 

11:15 a.m. Journey through the Scriptures 
4:45 p.m. Greek Language School Christmas 
program 

16 10:00 a.m. Mothers Group 
6:00 p.m. Holiday Family Night Special: Holiday 
Dinner, “Best Christmas Bread Ever”, Holiday 
Jeopardy Quiz Show, Special Guest 
Appearance and Treats and Refreshments for 
all. 

17 Noon - 10:00 p.m. Community Directory 
Photos, Session I 
6:00 p.m. yoga with Youly 

18 Noon - 10:00 p.m. Community Directory 
Photos, Session II 

19 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Community Directory 
Photos, Session III 

20 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 
Philoptochos Vasilopita Sale 
6:00 p.m. Nativity Program 

21 6:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 
22 9:30 a.m. Paraklesis 

NO Greek Language School 
24-25 Office Closed 
24 Christmas Eve 

5:30 p.m.  Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
25 The Nativity of Our Lord 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

27 8:15 Orthros       9:15 Divine Liturgy 
Philoptochos Vasilopita Sale 
NO A.S.K. or Youth Catechism Classes 

27-30  Winter Youth Rally  

Dec. 31-1 Jan. Office Closed 

31 Financial offerings must be delivered to the 
church or postmarked by today for ‘09 tax credit. 
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!�%�*�!�%�*�!�%�*�!�%�*�3333� ���Beyond St. Nektarios:  Events, Seminars, Conferences, and More  . . . 
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Date Event Time 

1/10 SPECIAL EVENT NIGHT—DINNER & A 
MOVIE! See above!! 

Watch the 
Sunday 
Missal 

1/17 Fun, fellowship, fun and discussion about things 
which matter to you! Friends welcome! 

5:30—7 pm 

1/24 Fun, fellowship, fun and discussion about things 
which matter to you! Friends welcome! 

5:30—7 pm 

1/30 Fun, fellowship, fun and discussion about things 
which matter to you! Friends welcome! 

5:30—7 pm 
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DECEMBER  24, 2009:  5:30  p.m. Christmas Vesperal  
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

	

DECEMBER 25, 2009:   8:30 a.m. Orthros  9:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

 

January 1, 2010: 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

January 5, 2010: 5:30 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy & Blessing of Water 
 

January 6, 2010: 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Water�
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Providing 

meals to those 
in need! 

 

�� his ministry 
has been 

extremely active 
since it began in the Spring of 2006.  
 FISH reaches out to families in our 
church community who may need 
temporary assistance with meals. When 
needs arise, our team works together to 
prepare and deliver a homemade meal. 
 Requests to prepare meals are made 
via email, along with information 
regarding the location of the family and 
dates meals are needed. If a member is 
able to help, they respond and prepare 
and deliver the meal. When an extended 
need for meals is identified, we utilize a 
website to coordinate the planning.   
 Our team welcomes more serving 
hands. If you would like to participate, 
please email Christie Asimos at 
mcasimos@earthlink.net. �  
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May 8, 2010 
 

Weekend filled with 
services, programs,  

activities and  
Celebration 

 
Plan to attend 



Please help OCF keep our 
students connected to Christ and 
His Church by making a year-end 
donation. Thank you! 
OCF is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization and the official 
campus ministry of SCOBA.  
www.ocf.net/donate.  
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�  
 I hate to imagine what my life would be like now if it weren't for OCF at the University of Illinois. I grew up in a Baptist church 
but in my last year of high school, I started to believe God wasn't real because anytime I tried to grow closer in my faith, I 
would hit a dead end. I started to attend the Greek Orthodox parish in town and learned about the OCF House, where I de-
cided to live my freshman year (because the rooms were single!). The members of OCF were so welcoming and there were all 
types of students from many different backgrounds. When my friend was killed in the Virginia Tech shootings, everyone in 
OCF reached out to me and helped me cope. It was their love and support that encouraged me to keep going to church and to 
keep searching for God. I decided to become Orthodox and was chrismated right before my sophomore year. 
 
Through OCF, I have volunteered in San Francisco and Greece. I have found study buddies and lifelong friends. But most im-
portantly, I found God. I know that many Orthodox students leave the Church during their college years. OCF has worked so 
hard to reverse this tragedy and it's very easy to see the fruits of its labor whenever I go to an OCF meeting. 
 
-Elizabeth Berry, University of Illinois '10 


